
Q. How does Camillus House feed persons 
who are hungry? 

 
A: Each month we serve 50,000 free meals to 

persons at our main shelter at 726 NE 1st Ave-
nue in Miami, as well at locations in Allapattah 
and Naranja.  Camillus also provides approxi-
mately 40 food boxes each week to housed 
persons who cannot afford to feed their fami-
lies. 

 
Q. Is all that food donated, or is some pur-

chased? 
 
A: In 2007, we received  $388,262 in food dona-

tions and purchased $255,564.   
 
Q. Are there any limitations to the kinds or 

conditions of food donated? 
 
A. Yes.  We do not accept prepared food that has  

been unrefrigerated for more than 4 hours, as 
it is unusable according to health department 
standards.   

 

How you can help  
Camillus House 

 
About Camillus House: 
 
• Founded in 1960 by the Brothers of the Good 

Shepherd 

• 501c(3) non-profit organization 

• 16 locations throughout Miami-Dade County 

 

In a given year, Camillus House provides: 

 

• 600,000 free meals 

• 52,000 nights of emergency shelter 

27,000 medical encounters (through Camillus 

Health Concern) 

• 89% graduation rate for persons in active sub-

stance abuse treatment 

• 1,000 individuals with transitional/permanent 

housing 

General Questions 

(over, please) 

Camillus House 
Food Donations FAQs 

About Camillus House 

Camillus House works every day to make life better 

for countless men, women and children in the 

South Florida community. Your gift of food enables 

us to serve more than 1,500 nutritious meals each 

day to persons who are homeless, provide food 

boxes to families who are struggling, and provide 

food to local churches who are working with per-

sons who are poor within their communities. Thank 

you for your support! 

Giving 



Food Needs... 

Hope is where the heart is. 

Delivery/pick up/contact info 

Q: Where can I drop off food donations? 
 
A: Donations are accepted daily at our downtown shelter at 726 NE 1st Avenue be-

tween 7am to 7pm.  
 
Q: Do you pick up food donations? 
 
A: Yes, Camillus does pick up larger quantity food donations from commercial es-

tablishments and organized food drives.   
 
For more information about food donations, call Frank Ferrara at 305-
374-1065, ext. 432 or email at frankf@camillus.org. 
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To help, Call 305-CAMILLUS 

Q: What food donations do you accept? 

 

A: Generally, Camillus House receives food dona-

tions from three groups of donors: 

 

• Supermarkets and wholesalers: Canned 

goods usually # 10-size large cans, large jars of 

condiments like mayonnaise, mustard, and 

salad dressings; dry goods such as rice, pasta, 

and dry beans; sealed baked goods such as 

bread, cakes and other pastries; coffee beans 

or ground beans; canned or bottled soft drinks; 

raw meats such as roasts or processed meats 

such as deli meats; frozen or fresh fish; frozen 

or fresh produce.  

 

• Caterers & restaurants:  In July 2008, the 

Florida legislature passed the Jack Davis Lend-

ing a Helping Hand Act, which encourages res-

taurants and other eateries to donate leftover 

food to homeless shelters by freeing them of 

liability for food poisoning or any other illness. 

As a result, Camillus accepts surplus prepared 

food that has been stored and refrigerated ac-

cording to Florida state health codes.   

 

• Private Individuals/Groups: The main consid-

eration for donating unused prepared food 

should always be: “Is the food donation some-

thing that you would eat yourself, and not just 

something that you feel badly discarding?“                                                                                     

 

Private Individuals/Groups continued...  

 
  If you or your group had a party and have un-    
   used containers of leftovers, which stayed re-  
  frigerated and were not used, we accept those  
 delivered donations.  
         
Q. What other ways can people help? 
 
A: Join our “Casserole Program”.  Last year, Camil-

lus received 14,000 frozen prepared meals from 
individuals, religious groups and other organiza-
tional groups that participated in our “Casserole 
Program”.  Each casserole provides 10 meals! 

 
     Here’s how it works:  
 Camillus House will provide you and/or your  
  group with three (3) casserole recipes.  The  
    casseroles are prepared at home and frozen.  
 The frozen casseroles are collected. Camillus  
  will pick-up donations of more than 50 casse- 
 roles and asks that donations less than that be  
  delivered. 
      
 Hold a “Food Drive” at your school, business,   
  or other organization. A typical food box con- 
 tains unopened, unexpired canned foods, un-
 opened packaged goods such as breads, pas-
 tas, rice, and beans.   
  

 
 
 


